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teaching our children the ‘‘yes, I can’’ 
method. 

I rise also to support the amendment 
of Congresswoman EDDIE BERNICE 
JOHNSON that will be offered that pro-
vides the opportunity for collaboration 
with historically black colleges. 

What we need to be doing is investing 
more in Head Start by proving that it 
has been a success, improving class-
room and teacher quality, raising the 
quality of teachers, and increasing 
funding for teacher and staff salaries. 

But most importantly, anyone who 
has taken the opportunity to see the 
youngsters, the babies that are in this 
program, see their eyes open wide, see 
them understand the world and the col-
ors and what is real and that they can 
be the greatness that they are, we 
know that H.R. 1429 is on the right 
path, and I encourage my colleagues to 
enthusiastically support the Improving 
Head Start Act of 2007. These are the 
babies not of yesterday, but today. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise in strong support of 
H.R. 1429, the Improving the Head Start Act 
of 2007. This bipartisan legislation would allow 
up to 10,000 more children from low-income 
families to have access to the world of oppor-
tunities offered by early developmental edu-
cation. It also appropriates the funding re-
quired for a range of necessary improvements, 
ensuring we are offering our children com-
prehensive and regulated programs. I urge my 
colleagues to join me in expressing that a 
child’s educational and developmental oppor-
tunities should not be limited by his or her 
family’s income. 

Head Start creates opportunities for children 
who are born without any. This program pro-
vides comprehensive early education pro-
grams and support services for well over a 
million children across our Nation; children 
whose families would otherwise be unable to 
offer them these opportunities. The program’s 
holistic approach to education provides a wide 
range of services in addition to basic edu-
cation, including medical and dental 
screenings, nutritional services, parental in-
volvement activities, and mental health serv-
ices. Poverty has proven devastating to child 
development and success, but Head Start has 
proven capable of providing the broad range 
of support that all children need to succeed in 
school, and indeed in life. 

This program is particularly crucial to minor-
ity communities. Of the over 1 million children 
enrolled in Head Start programs, 65 percent 
belong to minority groups. In a world and a 
country where minority children may continue 
to face discrimination and limited opportuni-
ties, Head Start ensures that they are pre-
pared to begin school when they reach the 
proper age. This program has proven suc-
cessful in minimizing the ‘‘readiness gap’’ be-
tween program participants and their more af-
fluent peers. 

In Harris County, TX, where my district is lo-
cated, Head Start has been active since 1999. 
In this county alone, the program currently op-
erates in 17 locations, and has served over 
5,000 children since its inception. There are, 
at present, over 1,170 children enrolled in its 
wide array of programs. In Harris County, and 
across our Nation, Head Start programs help 
children grow mentally, socially, emotionally, 
and physically. 

This bill contains many vital provisions. It 
authorizes an additional $450 million dollars 
for 2008, funds that would allow up to 10,000 
more children access to Head Start programs. 
It increases funding for teacher and staff sala-
ries, ensuring a quality workforce and pro-
viding for the hiring of additional qualified staff. 
H.R. 1429 re-evaluates and updates the cur-
rent standards and assessments, suspending 
the badly flawed National Reporting System. 
The bill also boosts cooperation between 
Head Start and state and local child care pro-
grams, as well as improving coordination with 
state health, mental health, and family serv-
ices. 

This bill also contains important provisions 
to improve accountability for these govern-
ment-funded programs. It includes a new sys-
tem of application review that assesses pro-
gram quality, allowing the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services to more quickly strip 
funding from low-quality programs. These re-
view systems ensure both that our Nation’s 
children are receiving the best services we 
can offer them, and that taxpayer dollars are 
spent to maximum effect. 

Mr. Chairman, as Chair of the Congres-
sional Children’s Caucus, I am dedicated to 
providing the best possible opportunities and 
support to our Nation’s children. Head Start is 
an important aspect of ensuring our children’s 
future. I strongly support H.R. 1429, and I en-
courage my colleagues to do the same. 

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Delaware (Mr. CAS-
TLE). 

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Chairman, just 
very briefly, we are about to pursue I 
think a dozen amendments here. All of 
us had a chance to work on this, had a 
chance to look at it. I think some of 
them are very good amendments. I 
think some are relatively neutral. I 
think some are maybe a little detri-
mental to the bill. 

I just hope that everybody will listen 
carefully to the amendments and will 
not end up being a party vote nec-
essarily and we do what is in the best 
interests of these children that we have 
talked about so frequently in the last 
hour or so. 

There is real significance to some of 
these amendments. I think it is very, 
very important that we understand the 
context of them. 

I would just like to also finally say 
at the end that, in my judgment, if you 
look at any aspect of Head Start that 
this underlying legislation basically 
improves the opportunity for young 
children who are within the parameters 
of the Head Start program, and I hope 
that all of us will be supportive of that. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Chairman, I yield 1 minute to the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. SCOTT). 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Chair-
man, as we discuss this faith-based 
amendment, I think we need to seri-
ously consider the long-term societal 
implications of that amendment, al-
lowing discrimination in the Head 
Start program. 

Our Nation just went through quite a 
conversation when Don Imus made his 
remarks, and I would hope that that 

was just talking. We are actually going 
to do something in considering whether 
or not a program can deny an employ-
ment opportunity solely because of re-
ligion, and if you happen to go to an 
all-black or all-white church, the deci-
sion made on religion will deny you 
based on race as well. 

We should have this conversation 
here on the floor, considering what we 
are doing long-term, similar to the 
conversation we had when Don Imus 
embarrassed himself. We should not 
embarrass ourselves here on the floor 
of the House of Representatives. We 
need to maintain the civil rights pro-
tections for prospective employees that 
we have had for the last 40 years. 

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Chairman, I thank 
my colleagues for a productive debate 
on the Improving Head Start Act. As 
many of us have noted throughout the 
day, Head Start is a good program that 
can be made even better, and that is 
why we are here. I hope everybody lis-
tened carefully to Mr. CASTLE as he 
talked about the importance of the up-
coming amendments we are going to 
discuss because they can make the bill 
better. 

This program serves nearly 1 million 
underprivileged children and eases the 
divide between the haves and the have- 
nots when it comes to preparing them 
for kindergarten, which will give them 
a good start for their life. The bipar-
tisan support we have seen for the bill 
today should lend all of us confidence 
that the program will remain on a solid 
foundation for generations to come. 

By reauthorizing Head Start, we are 
voting to build upon improvements 
that were made by the House Repub-
licans in past Congresses by strength-
ening academic standards by empha-
sizing cognitive development using sci-
entifically-based research; improving 
teacher quality by ensuring more Head 
Start teachers have bachelor degrees 
and are adequately trained in early 
childhood development; increasing fi-
nancial disclosure requirements by 
Head Start operators as custodians of 
Federal Head Start grants; and requir-
ing local governance boards to actively 
oversee grantees. 

These are common-sense reforms 
that I wholeheartedly support. That 
said, this bill remains flawed, and soon, 
we will turn to a number of amend-
ments that highlight those flaws. One 
such amendment that we will not be 
able to discuss unfortunately is one of-
fered to the Rules Committee by Mr. 
FORTUÑO yesterday. The Fortuño 
amendment is a principled one. It 
clearly protects the hiring privileges of 
faith-based providers and protects their 
civil rights to display religious sym-
bols, rights that are sheltered under 
the 1964 Civil Rights Act. Yet, we will 
not be able to debate and vote on it 
today, a major statement about the 
real priorities of this purportedly fair, 
open and honest Congress. 

Nonetheless, Mr. Chairman, I still be-
lieve the Improving Head Start Act is a 
worthy piece of legislation, deserving 
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